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HGP Essay Contest: The Del Allen Memorial Scholarship 

2026 Application 
Awards: 1st Place $3,500 ~ 2nd Place $2,500 ~ 3rd Place $1,500                                                        

                                                                                                    
BASIC CONCEPT OF HUMANISM  

Humanism is a progressive philosophy that uses ethics, science, reason and rational thinking to solve problems and to 
define goals without supernaturalism. Humanism affirms the inherent dignity and worth of each human being and 
asserts that the ethical principles of truth, fairness and compassion are essential for governing human actions if we are 
to improve our world. For more information visit the website https://americanhumanistcenterforeducation.org/ten-
commitments/.     
                                            
             ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS  

Applicants must be graduating from a public high school in the following Oregon and Washington State counties: 

Clackamas, Clark, Multnomah and Washington. Applicants must a) be graduating in 2026 with a high school diploma/GED, 

b) earn a 3.0 GPA and c) have specific plans for post-secondary education in 2026.   

     

Name    ___________________    ___________     _________________________________             _________________  

               First            Middle               Last                                                                   Birthdate  

Address  _____________________________   __________________   _____________                     _________________  

                          Street          City         State                                    Zip Code  

Phone    ______________    Email  ____________________________                       

  

School You Attend as of Spring 2026_____________________________  

 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS & SUBMISSION 

Please submit the following materials no later than midnight Sunday, April 5, 2026 to 
scholarship@portlandhumanists.org. Also, please use this address for any scholarship related questions. (1) This 
completed application form signed by you, the student, and by a parent or guardian if you as the applicant will be under 
the age 18 as of June 1, 2026. (2) Your Essay, and (3) Your high school transcript clearly displaying a GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
If Awarded a Scholarship:  you will need to: (1) submit proof of post-secondary education commitment (to receive 

scholarship monies), and (2) present your essay -- all winners are to present their essays to the HGP Membership on 

Sunday, June 21, 10:00-11:30am. 

                                                                        

ESSAY REQUIREMENTS  

Essays are required to: 1) adhere to the approximate range of 750 minimum words to 1200 maximum, excluding any 
bibliography; 2) clearly and thoroughly address the topic prompt selected; 3) use proper grammar, spelling, syntax and 
punctuation; 4) present ideas with clarity and organization, including a clear thesis statement; 5) possess original and 
authentic voice; 6) offer a logical support of your thesis, including the use of quotations, sources and citations (use a 
format such as APA, MLA or Chicago Style); and 7) cite specific quotations and sources on Humanism throughout. Essays 
are to be in your own words. Plagiarism including ChatGPT/AI results in disqualification. 

Essays are expected to adhere to the standards of an academic essay including typed, 12pt font, double-spaced, and 
submitted as a .pdf or .docx file. Note: essays will be assigned a code to ensure confidentiality and to control for bias. Only 
the committee chair or chairs will know which person wrote which essay, while other committee members will not.   
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Topic Prompts. Please choose one of the following prompts below. In general, we expect you to address the core values of humanism 
as an applied philosophical worldview. Visit https://www.portlandhumanists.org/, to learn more. You may address a range of 
applications including, but not limited to: personal experiences, policy applications regarding local to global issues, current events and 
historical patterns. For 2026 we offer two topic prompts from which to choose. 

Prompt #1. White Christian Nationalists are breaking down the wall of separation between Church and State, particularly in public 

schools. Church and State separation is an essential application of Humanism.  The erosion of this principle has been witnessed in the 

following ways: 

• Placing the Ten Commandments and other Christian symbols in schools (and the exclusion of symbols related to other 

belief systems). 

• Advocating for Creationism as science curricula. 

• Legislating vouchers for using public school funds for private, religious schools. 

• Establishing the “Parents Rights” movement that is anti-LGBTQIA leading to the banning of symbols, the removal of 

library books, and implementation of strict dress codes that ban any LGBTQIA signs or symbols. 

• Replacing school counselors with Christian chaplains. 

• Mandatory prayer in classrooms, at school-wide assemblies and at co-curricular meetings such as pre-game team prayers 

before games. 

Please, comment on any or all of these points, or on this threat to the Separation of Church and State in the K-12 public school system 

as seen from the perspective of Humanism. 

 

Prompt #2. While it is clear that attempts to rapidly advance AI are challenging some of the 10 Commitments (like Environmentalism), 

are there likely to be continuing impacts to those Commitments if and when advanced AI is eventually realized? For example, while 

Humanism precludes trusting in supernatural support for solving human problems, how would this extend to trusting in a non-

supernatural artificial intelligence to solving problems? We are already witnessing AI impeding human free thought, agency and 

creativity. With the potential of AI what will the role of the individual and society be as guided by Humanism? While clearly 

speculative, provide as much support for your reasoning as possible in connecting AI and Humanism. Please note that transhumanism 

is not the same as the philosophy of Humanism. 

 

PERMISSIONS AND CONSENT 

Your signature below indicates agreement terms and requirements of this scholarship application. Note: if you are under 

the age of 18 as of June 1, 2026, then a parent/guardian must also sign.   

 I, __________________________________  ______________________________________    ___________    

               Print Name of Student         Student’s Signature            Date    

  

Dear parent/guardian, if the student is under 18 as of June 1, 2026, please sign below agreeing to the above terms.  

  

 I, ____________________________________   give permission for   ______________________________  

     Print Name of Parent or Guardian                Print Name of Student   

  

Additionally, HGP makes recordings of speaker presentations available to the membership. In the case of scholarship 

awardees, essays and essay presentations will be available to HGP members. Please check the boxes below that apply then 

sign below. A parent or guardian must also sign if you are under the age of 18 as of June 1, 2026. Note: the items below are 

optional and your responses do not impact eligibility or essay evaluation.    

 I, the undersigned, give HGP permission to make the recording of my presentation available to the general 

public through the HGP website.  

 I, the undersigned, give HGP permission to make a print version of my essay available to the general public.  

I, __________________________________  ______________________________________    ___________    

               Print Name of Student         Student’s Signature            Date    

  

Dear parent/guardian, if the student is under 18 as of June 1, 2026, please sign below agreeing to the above terms.  

  

I, ____________________________________   give permission for   ______________________________  

     Print Name of Parent or Guardian                Print Name of Student                                                    

https://www.portlandhumanists.org/

